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Current   Topics. 

An  exhaustive  treatment  of  any  of  the  subjects  taken  up  as 
"  topics  "  in  this  general  course  of  lectures  will  of  course  be  impos- 
sible. It  will  rather  be  the  aim  of  the  lecturer  simply  to  outline  the 
general  nature  of  each  question,  sketch  briefly  its  historic  develop- 
ment, and  in  conclusion  set  forth  as  clearly  as  possible  its  present 
status  and  significance. 

The  topics  have  been  chosen  with  a  view  to  presenting  the  imme- 
diate political,  economic,  and  social  problems  which  to-day  confront 
the  American  people  for  solution.  Each  subject  will  accordingly  be 
dealt  with  from  a  national,  rather  than  from  a  uuiversal  point  of  view. 

Detailed  reading  can  not  well  be  assigned  for  each  topic  here  so 
cursorily  dealt  with.  It  has  seemed  best  to  the  lecturer,  therefore, 
following  the  title  of  the  course,  to  add  to  each  lecture  a  list  of  the 
current  books  on  the  topics  concerned. 

The  views  set  forth  in  these  lectures  must  not  be  regarded  as  the 
last  word  science  has  to  say  on  these  great  questions  of  the  day  ;  but 
only  as  an  expression  of  the  personal  opinion  of  the  lecturer  him- 
self, to  be  taken  for  what  it  is  worth.  Probably  more  will  disagree 
than  agree  with  the  conclusions  drawn,  and  as  through  discussion 
alone  the  real  nature  of  a  question  can  be  brought  to  light,  the  lec- 
turer earnestly  hopes  that  questions  be  freely  put  at  the  close  of  each 
lecture.  And  if,  perchance,  he  be  so  fortunate,  through  this  super- 
ficial account  of  the  pressing  problems  of  the  day,  to  induce  any  of 
his  hearers  to  undertake  a  more  detailed  study  of  their  intricacies  ; 
the  lecturer  will  gladly  consult  with  such  persons  in  regard  to  further 
reading  and  more  detailed  work  along  these  lines. 


LECTURE  I. 
THE  LABOR  PROBLEM. 

The  four  elements  of  an  economy — land,  labor,  capital  and 
the  State.  The  function  of  each  in  industrial  life.  The 
friction  between  labor  and  capital. 

Viewed  from  the  standpoint  of  production  no  such  antag- 
onism appears.  Looked  at  from  the  point  of  view  of  dis- 
tribution opposition  at  once  becomes  manifest. 

What  is  labor's  share  of  the  product  and  what  is  capital's  ? 
To  whom  is  capital's  share  due  ?  How  the  division  is  made 
when  free  land  abounds.  What  becomes  of  labor's  share 
when  the  right  to  the  soil  is  suppressed.  The  origin  of  class 
divergence.  The  owners  and  the  ownerless.  The  influence 
of  revolutions  and  emigrations  in  the  past.  Historic  solu- 
tions of  the  problem. 

Our  own  experience  with  the  labor  problem  when  land 
could  be  had  for  the  clearing.  The  policy  of  the  Northern 
and  Middle  Colonies.  The  plan  of  the  Virginia  colonists. 
Economic  causes  of  the  Western  advance.  The  gradual  dis- 
appearance of  the  frontier  and  the  corresponding  develop- 
ment of  our  labor  problem.     Its  present  status. 

Our  record  of  production.  Our  strivings  toward  distrib- 
utive justice.  The  question  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
ownerless.  The  same  from  the  standpoint  of  the  proprietors. 
The  demand  of  Trades  Unionism.  The  Co-operative  Move- 
ment.    Municipal  and  State  Socialism. 

Anti-monopoly,  what  it  means  and  what  it  portends.  The 
community's  due,  the  rights  of  individuals.  The  practical 
problem.     Conclusion. 

Current  Literature. 

Howell,  George,  "The  Conflicts  of  Capital  and  Labor." 
Webb,    Sidney    and    Beatrice,     "The    History    of  Trade 

Unionism." 
Hobson,  John  A.,  "  The  Evolution  of  Modern  Capitalism." 
Lloyd,  Henry  D.,  "Wealth  Against  Commonwealth." 
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Hobhouse,  L.  T. ,  "  The  Labor  Movement. ' ' 

Ely,  Richard  T.,   "  The  Labor  Movement  in  America." 

Commons,  John  R.,    "  The  Distribution  of  Wealth." 

Rae,  John,  "  Eight  Hours  for  Work." 

Fabian  Essays  on  Socialism. 


LECTURE  II. 
THE  CURRENCY  PROBLEM. 

Money  measures  the  value  of  things.  What  do  we  mean 
by  the  term  "value?"  The  cost  of  production  theory. 
The  marginal  utility  theory.  The  social  concept  of  value. 
Obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  true  expression  of  value  in 
price. 

Owing  to  the  increasing  efficiency  of  labor  and  capital  the 
value  of  staples  should  constantly  decrease.  The  standard 
of  value  should  thus  also  correspondingly  decrease.  Has 
gold  done  so  ?  Has  silver  done  so  ?  What  of  the  value  of 
paper  money  ?  Bimetallism  and  the  plan  of  a  joint  standard. 
The  scheme  of  a  multiple  standard  of  value. 

Europe's  experience  with  the  money  problem.  Our  own 
experience.     Present  status  of  the  question. 

Our  money  problem  from  the  standpoint  of  production. 
Our  position  in  the  commercial  world  and  its  demands  on 
our  monetary  policy.  The  currency  question  from  the  point 
of  view  of  distribution.  The  money  monopoly.  The  duty 
of  the  State.     Conclusion. 

Current  Literature. 

Suess,  Edward,  "The  Future  of  Silver." 
Taussig,  F.  W. ,  "  The  Silver  Situation  in  the  United  States. ' ' 
Walker,  F.  A.,  "  Money  in  its  Relation  to  Trade  and   In- 
dustry." 
Del  Mar,  A.,  "  Money  and  Civilization." 
Helm,  Elijah,  "The  Joint  Standard." 
Jevons,  W.  S.,  "  Money  and  the  Mechanism  of  Exchange." 
Andrews,  E.  B.,  "  An  Honest  Dollar." 


LECTURE  III. 
PRESENT  POLITICAL  ISSUES. 

The  significant  result  of  recent  elections.  The  two  great 
parties  and  the  third  party  movement.  What  we  mean  by 
a  political  party. 

The  evolution  of  the  Republican  party.  The  history  of 
the  Democratic  party.  Likenesses  and  differences  in  the 
platforms  of  the  two  dominant  parties  of  the  day.  Causes 
of  desertions  from  their  ranks. 

The  third  party  movement  outside  of  politics, — the  far- 
mers' agitation,  the  labor  organizations.  The  third  party 
movement  in  politics, — the  Greenback  and  Labor  parties,  the 
present  Populist  party.  Present  tendency  toward  a  political 
alliance  between  the  ranks  of  rural  and  urban  labor. 

The  outlook  for  Republicanism.  The  future  of  Democ- 
racy. The  Populists'  opportunities.  What  it  all  means  and 
how  we  should  regard  the  present  situation. 

Current  Literature. 

Johnston,  Alexander,  "History  of  American  Politics." 

Stanwood,  E.,  "History  of  Presidential  Elections." 

Cooper,  T.  V.,  "American  Politics." 

McPherson,  E.,  "Handbook  of  Politics,"  Vol.  V,  i-io. 
' '  Annals  of  the  American  Academy  of  Political  and 
Social  Science,"  Vol.  IV,  pp.  94-109.  "The  Forum," 
Feb.,  1895,  P-  7H-  "  The  American  Journal  of  Politics," 
Vol.  V,  p.  651.  

LECTURE  IV. 
THE  NICARAGUA  CANAL. 

The  topography  of  the  Central  American  Isthmus.  Its 
effect  upon  the  inhabitants  and  its  influence  on  the  transit 
question. 

Aboriginal  inhabitants  of  the  isthmus.  Spanish  coloni- 
zation. The  mercantile  era.  Early  canal  projects.  British 
encroachment.  England  versus  Spain  for  the  possession  of 
Central  America. 


The  United  States  becomes  a  factor.  The  Monroe  Doc- 
trine and  its  bearing  on  the  transit  question.  English  inter- 
ference. The  California  gold  fever  and  the  American  Canal 
Company.  England  versus  the  United  States  for  control 
of  the  canal  route.  The  Clayton-Bulwer  treaty.  Raids  of 
American  filibusters.  Later  canal  projects.  The  Mosquito 
Protectorate  and  resulting  international  complications. 

Technical  feasibility  of  the  canal  project.  Its  commer- 
cial importance  to  the  United  States.  The  political  aspect 
of  the  transit  question.  The  present  canal  company.  The 
question  of  private  versus  public  ownership.  Summary 
and  conclusion. 

Current  Literature. 

Bancroft,  Hubert  Howe,  ' '  Central  America. ' ' 

Squier,  ' '  Central  American  States  and  Nicaragua. ' ' 

Rodriques,  J.  C,  "  The  Panama  Canal." 

"  The  Interoceanic  Canal  of  Nicaragua,"  published  by  the 

Nicaragua  Canal  Construction  Company. 
"  Review  of  Reviews,"  Vol.  VIII,  No.  46,  p.  536. 
"The  Forum,"  March,  1894. 


LECTURE  V. 
ECONOMIC  SECTIONALISM. 

Laws  of  the  politico-economic  evolution  of  the  Aryans. 
The  geographic  unities  of  Europe.  Their  influence  on  the 
development  of  European  nationalities.  The  modern  indus- 
trial States  of  the  old  world. 

The  two  Americas.  Physical  features  of  the  North  Amer- 
ican Continent.  Its  natural  economic  divisions.  Some 
account  of  these  several  sections  considered  as  the  abodes  of 
Aryan  economies.  Their  mutual  inter- dependence.  ^rom 
the  sections  once  more  to  the  organic  unit. 

Historical  geography  and  ethnography  of  our  continent. 
Its  demographic  sectionalism.  Reciprocal  interaction  of 
our  geography  and  demography.     The  present  situation. 


The  hopes  and  dangers  of  the  future.     The  political  result 
of  the  situation. 

Current  Literature. 

Shaler,  N.  S.,  "The  United  States  of  America." 
Payne,  Ed  ward  John,  "History  of  America,"  Vol.  I. 
Andrews,  E.  B.,  "  History  of  the  United  States." 
"The  Assimilation  of  Nationalities,"  R.  Mayo-Smith. 
"  Political  Science  Quarterly,"  Vol.  IX,  Nos.  3  and  4. 
Roosevelt,  Theodore,  "The  Winning  of  the  West." 


LECTURE  VI. 
AMERICA'S    ECONOMIC  POSSIBILITIES. 

How  production  could  be  improved.  How  our  com- 
merce could  be  extended.  The  question  of  private  versus 
public  initiative.     Problems  of  production. 

The  problem  of  distribution.  Its  bearings  on  American 
nationality.  Our  natural  ability  to  solve  practical  problems. 
Our  political  machinery  as  a  means.  Socialism  in  the  old 
world  and  in  the  new.  Hopes  and  fears.  Our  duty  as  citi- 
zens.    General  conclusion. 

Current  Literature. 

Bryce,   James,    "The    American    Commonwealth,"    third 

edition. 
Shaler,  N.  S.,  "  The  United  States  of  America." 


The  University  Extension  Summer  Meeting. 

THIRD   SESSION— JULY  1-26,  1895. 

UNIVERSITY    OF    PENNSYLVANIA,     PHILADELPHIA. 

Six  Departments.    Each  a  Complete  Course 
of  Vacation  Stndy. 


A.  Literature  and  History :     Greek  Year. 

Lecture  Courses  by  Richard  G.  Moulton  (University  of 
Chicago),  Martin  L.  D'Ooge  (University  of  Michigan),  William 
Cranston  Lawton  (Columbia  College),  W.  A.  Lamberton  (Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania),  D.  C.  Munro  (University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania), B.  Perrin  (Yale  University),  Henry  W.  Rolfe,  Sara  Y. 
Stevenson,  John  H.  Wright  (Harvard  University). 

B.  Psychology. 

Lectures,  Seminar,  and  Laboratory  Courses  by  William 
Romaine  Newbold  and  Lightner  Witmer  (University  of  Penn- 
sylvania).     I.  Psychology  of  the  Normal  Mind,  20  lectures. 

II.  Physiological  Psychology  of  Adult  and  Child,  20  lectures. 

III.  Hypnotic  and  Kindred  Abnormal  States  of  Mind,  Seminar. 

IV.  Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  the  Nervous  System  (Labora- 
tory Course).  V.  Experimental  Methods  of  Child  Study 
(Laboratory  Course). 

C.  Music. 

Courses  in  Harmony  and  Counterpoint  by  Hugh  A.  Clarke 
(University  of  Pennsylvania). 

D.  Biology. 

Lectures,  Class  Discussions  and  Laboratory  Courses  under 
direction  of  W.  P.  Wilson  (University  of  Pennsylvania).  Ten 
prominent  biologists  in  the  corps  of  instructors  in  this  depart- 
ment. 

E.  Civics  and  Politics. 

Courses  and  Conferences  by  Henry  Carter  Adams  (Univer- 
sity of  Michigan),  Albert  A.  Bird,  E.  R.  L.  Gould  (Johns  Hop- 
kins), Edmund  J.  James  (University  of  Pennsylvania),  J.  W. 
Jenks  (Cornell  University),  Jesse  Macy  (Iowa  College),  Albert 
Shaw  (Editor  Review  of  Reviews),  Woodrow  Wilson  (Princeton 
University). 

F.  Mathematics. 

Courses  for  teachers  of  Secondary  and  Grammar  Schools 
and  for  advanced  students  of  Mathematics  under  the  direction 
of  I.  J.  Schwatt  (University  of  Pennsylvania). 

Department  Ticket,  admitting  to  all  the  lectures  of  any  one  department,  $10. 

Inclusive  Ticket,  admitting  to  the  lectures  of  all  departments,  #15. 

For  full  descriptive  announcement  address  the  Director, 
EDWARD  T.  DEVINE, 

UNIVERSITY  EXTENSION  OFFICE, 

111   S.    FIFTEENTH   STREET 
PHILADELPHIA, 


BOSTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
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